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ABSTRACTS 
 

REPORTS OF RESEARCH COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL PSYCHOLOGY OF RUSSIAN 
POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION, VI RUSSIAN CONGRESS OF POLITICAL  
SCIENTISTS «RUSSIA IN GLOBAL WORLD:  INSTITUTES AND STRATEGIES  

OF POLITICAL COOPERATION» 22–24 NOVEMBER 2012 MOSCOW 
 
The publication consists of the reports from 4 sections organized by the Research Committee on 

Political Psychology of Russian Political Science Association presented at VI Russian Congress of 
Political Scientists, held on 22–24 November 2012 in Moscow, Russia. Such actual problems as psy-
chology of political perception, different aspects of mass consciousness and political mentality are 
described in these reports. 

 
PART 1. PSYCHOLOGY OF POLITICAL PERCEPTION 

 
P. 7. Shestopal E.B.  SWINGS IN PERCEPTION OF RUSSIAN POLITICAL LEADERS AF-

TER PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS OF 2012. This paper contains the results of a pilot study of 
presidential candidates’ perception  after 2012 campaign. Their images went through  transformation 
in half a year that passed after elections. Thus electoral campaign permitted to clarify political views of 
the  Presidential candidates/ All of them except G.Zjuganov managed to improve their perception. The 
winner of the race V.V. Putin reached his historical maximum of this parameter in November 2012. 

One should mention that on a rational level of  Putin’s perception dynamics in comparison with a 
pre-electoral period of all three components of his image, i.e. strength, attractiveness and activeity is 
positive. At the same time a number of negative elements that were absent before, appeared in his 
image. The swings in unconscious level of Putin’s perception  are also rather salient. After election his 
leader’s status became more visible. The feature of aggressiveness the are perceived quite positively by 
our citizens became also very important. 

Thus electoral victory on one hand strengthen Putin’s formal status, clarified his views to public, 
made his image more attractive as a politician but on the other hand for the first time it  for the first 
time produced doubts in solidness of his positions. It is not probable that in nearest future his tenden-
cies in his perception can shake his power, but it is evident that such state of the society will necessi-
tate him and his team a lot of attempts to fulfill his electoral promises and react on the peoples’ de-
mand for more just and integral politics. 

Key words: political perception, politicians’ images, President. Russian political leaders. 
 

P. 14. Moiseeva I.V. IMAGE OF LEGISLATIVE BRANCH IN CONTEMPORARY RUSSIAN 
CITIZENS’ PERCEPTION: PROBLEM DEFINITION. Since Ch. Montesquieu described the concept 
of separation of powers it became unconditional value for political science theory and determined the 
appreciation of stable functioning legislative branch as a basic instrument and condition of democracy 
process. If political experts regard this concept as a norm of political science then Russian citizens’ 
attitude to legislative powers in general and its institutions particularly isn’t clear. Russian sociologists 
researches indicate that about half of citizens don’t trust State Duma actions and about third part of 
them are sure that the parliament as institution is not necessary for political system.  

The current image of Russian parliament is determined by contextual, communicative and psycho-
logical factors such as: in Russian political culture there are no reference representations of separation 
of powers; legislative actions changed the configuration of political system; negative image in media 
as dependent institution with predictable actions and others. 

In the research of sociology and psychology of politics branch of political science department of 
Lomonosov Moscow State University we received the next results. On the rational level citizens do not 
mention legislative institutions spontaneously in political power system description. In focused ques-
tions about place and functions of legislative powers in political system we noticed that in public opin-
ion there is mixed knowledge and understanding of roles of State Duma, its’ reference and really exe-
cuted functions. On the unconscious level – in the projective test “Drawing” – the legislative institu-
tions appear in drawings describing power as system and structure with objects and connections. The 
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typical image of parliament institutions – they are placed below the president and executive power 
institutions, near but without connections (or with connections through other institutions). 

These data from researches of power perception and political mentality shows that topic demands 
additional research with focused methodology. 

Key words: political psychology, political perception, images of political institutions, parliament. 
 
P. 21. Popova O.V. PEOPLE'S ATTITUDES TO V. PUTIN AND D. MEDVEDEV: POLITICAL 

RATINGS VS THE RESULTS OF THE FOCUS GROUPS. The principle of complementarity of 
information obtained in the course of mass polls and focus groups provides reliable data about the 
attitude of people to political leaders, and permits to avoid typical drawbacks of these methods and 
limitations. The practice of using political ratings for public opinion manipulation, especially during 
election campaigns, is widely known. Political ratings as evaluation of political actors, institutions or 
events, obtained through focus group polls at a particular time and expressed in percentages or scores, 
provides important information about political preferences of different social groups. Not only 
individual evaluation may be presented as a rating (for example, 65% of respondents positively rated 
activity of politicians), but the list of objects of political evaluation, expressed in scores, places and 
percentages (for example, the rating of references to politicians in mass media). Technology of ratings 
based on public opinion polls is the use of direct questions to obtain information on preference of a 
political actor or an institution. With different question formulation in respect of the same politician 
there are different results. 

According to the data of "Political Petersburg" – the project of The Center for Empirical Political 
Studies of The Faculty of Political Science, St. Petersburg State University, in 2011 estimates, made 
by Petersburgers on a 5-point scale, of activities of Vladimir Putin and Dmitry Medvedev are almost 
identical: 55% of respondents rated both politicians at "4" and "5" to. In 2012 activity of Putin was 
rated at "4" and "5" by 53.4%, "1" and "2" – 16%, "3" – 23.3%. Dmitry Medvedev for his work was 
given "4" and "5" by 44.5% of the respondents, "3" – 29.9%, "1" and "2" – 20%. 

Results of a series of focus groups (study in Leningrad Region, July-August 2011, more than 20 
focus groups in 8 districts of Leningrad Region, both in regional cities, small towns and rural areas; the 
criterion for participants was their age (up to 45 years, older than 45 years); all social groups were 
represented in the sample) showed that attitude to Dmitry Medvedev and Vladimir Putin differentiated 
from the extreme degree of acceptance to absolutely fierce criticism, which was connected with the 
overall evaluation of affairs in the country, the sources of political information used by respondents, 
the level of personal social well-being. The most important criterion of attitude to federal executive 
power, personified in the images of the president and the prime minister, is a subjective evaluation of 
presence or lack of the authorities’ efforts to improve life quality of citizens of the Russian Federation. 
Some respondents believe that motivation of the head of the state and the prime minister is aimed not 
only at solving their personal financial problems, but has open anti-state character. In the minds of 
ordinary respondents the "president –  prime minister" tandem is united and has common purposes, 
unity of ideas on the development of Russia, and therefore the attitude to D. Medvedev is transferred to 
V. Putin and vice versa. Respondents did not separate functions of the executive power of federal and 
regional levels. They have extremely negative attitude to a principle of "manual management” of the 
country, because this style of activity demonstrates inefficiency of the management system of the state 
in general. Respondents do not see any alternative to V. Putin and D. Medvedev since "the field of 
politics" is cleansed. 

Key words: Political ratings, political leaders, Russia, Vladimir Putin, Dmitry Medvedev. 
 

P. 30. Smulkina N.V. THE FACTORS INFLUENCING PERCEPTION OF CANDIDATES FOR 
PRESIDENT IN THE RUSSIAN ELECTION CAMPAIGN. The political situation in the late 2011 – 
early 2012, accompanied by increased political activity of the masses, the unfolding debate about 
changing of the institution of parliamentary elections and the formation of governors in Russia, suggest 
the possibility of significant changes within political perceptions of the citizens. 

While preparing this report, we have used research’s results of Presidential images in election of 
2012. This research was conducted at the Department of Sociology and Political Psychology and in a 
qualitative nature. In addition, data of its own research image of the ideal political leader was included. 

The results of research support the hypothesis that  every political leader has his own core around 
which is built by one thing – it's ideological and political components, for another – moral, ethical and 
subjective principles, for the third – his personal and psychological quality, the last one are becoming 
more and more powerful. Research of this image on a rational level that indicates that shows that  there 
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is no universal answer to the question of what  the ideal leader should be. On the one hand, respon-
dents want to see determination and the ability to go beyond the rules (lines proactive style), on the 
other hand, they actively support such features as conservatism – loyalty to the cause, the ability to 
foresee the circumstances, endurance, flexibility. Image of the ideal leader of the research at uncon-
scious level suggests the presence in minds of  the Russians desire to increase popular participation in 
the political process. There are concerns of the problem of corruption in the Russian style of  leader-
ship, his or her inactivity, archaic, shady character, isolation from people. 

The results indicate that the images of political leader at the moment are under constant changes, 
due to the intensity of the impact of individual factors. For the review of the Russian presidential race 
in 2012 among them are such factors as: personal characteristics and actions of the politician and his or 
her  rivals, particularly the role of the President, the political culture, the event context, the state of 
mass consciousness and communicative aspects of the election campaign.  

Key words: image of the political leader, political perception, factors.  
 

P. 37. Gazizova L.I.  THE FORMATION OF THE IMAGE OF MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY IN 
THE ELECTRONIC MEDIA (ON THE EXAMPLE OF THE REPUBLIC BASHKORTOSTAN). 
Municipal authorities are a relatively new institution in the Russian system of power relations, separate 
from traditional government institutions and designed to solve local problems. The significance of the 
formation of the image of the municipal authority, sufficient in terms of modern legal provisions, is 
actualized due to the fact that in the minds of citizens, this institution is associated with the state au-
thority. This idea was formed thanks to Soviet organization of the political system and remains strong 
among both citizens and municipal employees. Today, the image of power is generated by the media 
and means of mass communication through verbal and visual channels. Another increasingly important 
medium in shaping the image of power is the Internet, which provides opportunities for interactive 
intersubjectivity communications. Local Authorities are also included in this process: many municipal 
administrations have launched official websites, which are designed to inform the public about its 
activities, to provide certain services and establish two-way communication between the authorities 
and the population. 

In order to determine the effectiveness with which official municipal websites in Bashkortostan 
represented local authorities, in January 2012 the Research Center at the Bashkir Academy of Public 
Administration and Management under the President of the Republic of Bashkortostan examined the 
content and navigation of municipal sites. The main parameters of the analysis followed the verbal (i.e. 
site content) and visual channels for generating the image of power. 

The study identified and analyzed the two major information and communication technologies 
used on a site: the “flow” of power (general information on the activities of municipal authorities), and 
selected “shapes” from the background (information about the municipal manager – head of admini-
stration). The results of the analysis showed a predominance of the informational component over the 
communicative, which reduces the level of interest in the site. They also revealed a formal approach to 
the design of news blocks, such that for most municipalities, site content does not reflect the real needs 
and expectations of the local population. There was a clear lack of information on the socio-economic 
decisions of the authorities and the local community. Thus, the channel forming the image of the mu-
nicipal government fails to satisfy both the demands of the population and those of municipal employ-
ees and their managers. The most popular forms of communication between power and citizens remain 
largely the same, especially in rural areas: personal contacts and on-paper communication. This sig-
nificantly reduces the opportunities for the authorities to present their image through the Internet. It 
seems this channel will be needed in the future, when the majority of the population will prefer social 
networking to "classic media" – television, radio, newspaper. 

Key words: image of the municipal authority, websites of the municipal administrations, verbal 
and visual channels forming the image of power. 

 
P. 48. Zhestkov M.I. Lomonosov Moscow State University. AUTHORITY AND OBEDIENCE 

IN CONTEXT OF MODERN POLITICAL PROCESS. Today the political process, on the one hand, 
is very predictable that become a reason of low level of political participation, and, on the other hand, 
it’s unpredictable that is reason of two processes – strengthening the legitimacy of government and 
rising discontent and protests. It’s interesting to know whether the “authority-obedience” relation in 
the modern political process.  

When we know how people perceive the power, we can define the main subjects of authority and 
the boundaries of authority; we can imagine the picture of “authority”. Obedience is one of the mecha-
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nisms of knowledge of the authority. If the political development of the state is higher, then the possi-
bility to use mechanisms of violence and compulsion is lower. 

The low level of political participation and the high level of legitimacy cause modern political per-
ception which based on cognitive dissonance in politics. Today the political perception in Russia bases 
on rational knowledge of political process, but mass consciousness saves characteristics of political 
paternalism in socio-psychological and economic spheres.  

These findings show the high level of recognition of authority by Russian citizens. The citizens 
recognize the authority as necessary aspect of life. This Tendency is based on mental features (peculi-
arities) and political culture, as a result of feeling distrustful of authority citizens recognize the prevail-
ing position of political power and all its positive and negative capabilities.  

We can conclude that Russian citizens perceive the authority such as united, strong state machine, 
which should be at a consensus with society and laws like a guarantor this consensus. The laws define 
the new behavioral practices and it establishes equality; the recognition the judicial system of state 
enshrines in it the legitimacy of power. 

Key words: political perception, authority, image of authority. 
 

P. 54. Gudieva K.N. ETHNO-TERRITORIAL FACTOR OF PERCEPTION OF POWER IN 
THE NEW ELECTORAL CYCLE. Understanding the basics of choosing a particular leader, a politi-
cal force is traditionally an important research field of political psychology. National studies on the 
subject are focused on the correlation between the preferences of citizens and certain characteristics, 
such as age, social status, belonging to particular religious or ethnic groups. The significance of this 
problem is associated not only with understanding of the electoral structure of society and its relation 
to ethno-territorial map of Russia, but also with the ability to resolve ethnic conflicts by identifying 
shared basic political values of different ethnic and regional groups. Thus, the general discontent with 
policies can simultaneously indicate reckless political decisions in the country, as well as shared val-
ues, which may be the beginning of integration of a multi-ethnic society. 

Recent studies focus on perception of politicians and political parties in such ethnic groups as 
Russians, Tatars, Bashkirs, Ossetians. It turned out that, of course, some differences among different 
ethnic groups are present, which can be explained by the different types of political culture and mental-
ity. However, what’s more important at the time of the political choice are socio-economic factors, 
particularities of local political institutions and their effectiveness. The cause of psychological prob-
lems, which is the result of technical development of regions, is the cognitive basis of political prefer-
ences. 

Support of individual leaders and political parties in each ethnic group corresponds to those in 
other groups. At the same time, Russian respondents have not been separated in their responses, in 
general, their opinion coincides with the Tatars’, Bashkirs’ and Ossetians’. The opinion of close ethnic 
groups of  Tatars and Bashkirs, in some cases, out of tune in the selection of priority values. This 
means that our society, despite of the ethnic conflict, is not a conflict structure, consisting of two poles: 
"Russians" and "non-Russians". The same preferences of  Russians and other ethnic groups, and dif-
ferent preferences among Tatars, Bashkirs and Ossetians suggest that under the new election cycle we 
see the split "Russian – not Russian. 

Key words: image of power, perception of power, subjects of power, ethno-territorial factor, elec-
toral preferences. 

 
P. 56. Nesterova S.V. THE PERCEPTION OF POWER AND POLITICAL LEADERS IN 

MODERN RUSSIA. WHAT’S HAPPENED WITH OUR SOCIETY? Many researchers claim that 
during last several months the political situation in the country has changed. Political apathy and reluc-
tance to participation in politics have been replaced by political and street activity, demonstrated even 
by people who have traditionally been far from politics (young people, people with the above average 
income level). And at the same time we should notice that actually no explicit changes (decline) of the 
situation happened. People going out to the meetings at prospect Saharova, Bolotnaya square in Mos-
cow demonstrated unwillingness to bear with the situation, first of all its political side (We should 
notice that people didn’t express any economical demands contrary to Greece for example). And the 
old claim heard from V. Tsoi in 90-s “We are waiting for changes” has again become actual for many 
citizens of our country. People’s attitude towards political power has changed, and results of the re-
search confirm it. In the project Political mentality, the power unit was analyzed. 
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Compared to the power evaluation during Putin’s period negative evaluations of the modern power 
increased significantly: 54% of the respondents expressed their negative opinion and only 10% were 
positive   

Many researchers of public opinion say that currently data of the quantitative polls do not quite re-
flect the real picture because the ratings of Putin and Medvedev are quite stable. As the results of our 
research show the evaluations of the regime are not that favorable, it is accused of not being able to 
solve the problems that the society is facing at the moment, corruption, irresponsibility (not fulfillment 
of the promises), being detached from the people. This excessive criticism is a quite dangerous trend. 
People are not ready to go out to the rally/ protest but they are interested in situation to change. 

Key words: political psychology, political perception, power, political leadership. 
 
P. 60. Perzh F.E.  THE PROBLEM OF FORMING OF STATE IMAGE IN MASS POLITICAL 

CONSCIOUSNESS OF CONTEMPORARY RUSSIA. The study of characteristics of formation of 
state image in mass political consciousness is one of the most topical trend of research in Russian poli-
tic-psychology. Such interest is fully appropriate because a state is the fundamental of society which is 
controlling and regulating all basic spheres of human life. 

Creation of this image presumes that an individual gets different signals from external environ-
ment and then cognitively processes the received information. We point out several important factors 
which play the key role in formation of state image in mass political consciousness of Russian citizens. 

First of all we are interested in the new Russian state formation as an object of perception in post 
soviet period. The process of transformation is combined with multiple changes both in political, social 
and economical spheres and in people's minds. Such processes as changing of political course, system 
of values, foreign-policy priorities became a part of citizen’s everyday life. This created a situational 
context for perception of the state image. People’s civil reaction to those events, acceptance or rejec-
tion of reforms and their attitude to the new state power, which was personified with the new state, can 
be explained with political culture which emerged in Russia for centuries. Therefore political culture 
and situational context create another factor of forming of state image – the political context. 

Over the past 20 years the mass media increased its influence on public opinion. Now it is not a 
source of information only, but a powerful political-psychological mechanism which can seriously 
transform the political consciousness of citizens. For this reason the mass media is one of the most 
important parts of another communication factor that influences the formation of state image. 

Key words: political psychology, state image, transformation. 
 
P. 64. Scherbinin A.I. THE IMAGINATIVE COMPONENT OF THE UNIVERSITY CITY PO-

SITIONING IN CONDITIONS OF GLOBAL RIVALRY. The article deals with the unique possibili-
ties of university cities external positioning. The study has been conducted in the context of the pre-
dictable reduction of cities in quantity, both in Europe and in Russia, and the survival struggle when 
city brand becomes the most important resource. Speaking of a university city, the successful area 
brand promotion is supposed to take into account the most important components such as image mar-
keting, sightseeing marketing, and personality marketing. The author reveals the role of past, present, 
and future in the effective positioning and the socialization of the students coming to the university 
city. Special attention is paid to the visual policy as it precedes direct contact, shapes reality percep-
tion, and evokes the atmosphere of city and citizen unity. University city visual policy doesn’t come to 
the perception of the past as a museum exhibit; memory is an active catalyst of the present mastering 
and the future planning.  

Key words: positioning, university city, visual policy, global rivalry. 
 
P. 67. Scherbinina N.G. THE VISUAL IMAGE AND OPTICAL POLITICAL REGIME. The ar-

ticle is focused on the concept of a visual image. The visual image essentially is a product of the 
imagination where his constructional nature appears. And a political design is carried out by modelling 
when a political idea is symbolically represented in the visual row of the perceived reality. In other 
words, the program serves as a representation or a symbolic image of the political world. Further the 
idea of a visual image is treated in the work on the basis of the concepts "technical image", the appara-
tus and the program (V. Flusser). The technical image is created by the political apparatus which pro-
gram is realized by a leader-programmer. But the apparatus can only resign the reality, and the leader 
depends on this apparatus. As a result, new technical visual political universes are created, such as a 
photographic political universe. As a technical TV world, it is "dotty" and combinatorial, and not a 
linear one. So, on the basis of visual phenomena the whole optical regimes are constructed, both Soviet 
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and postmodern ones. The article gives the example of the Stalin optical regime of "panopticon" where 
the Soviet "spectators" began to see clearly the future that had already came. Also here it is indicated 
on Putin optical mode of the third-party "viewers" passively perceiving the political world designed 
around the symbolic figure of the leader. 

Key words: visual image, technical image, optical political regime, political subculture of 
observers, construction of political reality. 

 
PART 2. PSYCHOLOGICAL FEATURES MASS POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS 

 
P. 70. Evgenyeva T.V. THE ROLE OF HISTORICAL MEMORY IN THE POLITICAL SO-

CIALIZATION PROCESS OF RUSSIAN CITIZENS. The article deals with the role of historical 
memory in the process of national identification. The analysis is based on the idea of national identity 
as at the same time of social and cultural phenomenon and a product of deliberate design. The article 
states the presence in Russia of an unsurmounted until today identity crisis, which affected first of all 
the young generation of Russians.  

The identity crisis, which took place in Russia in the 90-s destroyed the system of values and 
symbols dominating in the society without giving anything to replace this system. The crisis de-
stroyed not only the structure of rational values and standards dominating the society, but also the 
system of traditional cultural symbols and stereotypes laid down in it. In search of the new identities 
one looks into history, which becomes the existential space, where persons and groups try to find 
their own identities, the new meaning of life, the new base for identification with the society. My-
thologized historical events serve as symbols  of the historical myths, which become at the same 
time the base for forming and the mode of existence of new cultural, social and political communi-
ties.  

The investigation shows that the process of national identification as a significant part of po-
litical socialization should not be accepted as spontaneous. If any social or political institutions did 
not propose the young generation positive symbols which could help them to identify themselves as 
citizens of the state and accept the adequate system of political values, in these circumstances they 
spontaneously find a lot of negative ones. These negative symbols born in mass consciousness are 
taken by some political actors, publicized by mass media and thus become means for the manipula-
tion of political orientations and mass political behavior. 

In conclusion the author declares the need for state historical policy whose images and symbols 
could contribute to the process of self-identification of the young Russian citizen. 

Key words: political socialization, historical memory, national identity, identity crisis, political 
images, political symbols.  

 
P. 80. Usmanova Z.R. PSYCHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF REPRESENTATIONS NCFD 

RESIDENTS OF THE COUNTRY AND THE REPUBLICS AS BASES FOR THE CONSTRUC-
TION OF CIVIC IDENTITY. Under the circumstances of urgent need for acquiring new political 
principles that integrate heterogeneous Russian society in a unified concept of the nation and the state, 
interest in the problem of Russian identity is determined by serious challenges of everyday life, includ-
ing the preservation of the integrity of the state, the localization of its political and cultural influence. 
Particularly topical becomes the study of identity in a multicultural environment, characterized by a 
multilevel and multi-political consciousness of citizens.  

The process of self-identification of the North Caucasus people is significantly affected by the 
factors of everyday events, that causes distortion of the whole system of notions. The study of psycho-
logical mechanisms of civil identification, definition of the place and role of the key components of 
political consciousness – notions about the country, state and country of residence, images of "us" and 
"others" through which comes the identificational choice of the average Caucasian, is the challenge of 
the modern period. 

In this context, of course, comes the suggestion that the specificity of identification construction 
(localization of notions, ethnicization, narrowing the social space to "our" region) is a fertile ground 
for updating the system of differences in the mechanisms of formation and sometimes for the crisis 
deformation of identities of Southern Russia residents. 

Research of the components of political consciousness, perception of "Russia" and "Country of 
Residence" by the citizens of the national-territorial entities in Russia is carried out by the staff of 
Department of Sociology and Political Psychology of the Faculty of Politology of the MSU under the 
project "Russian nation-state identity" in years 2006–2012. 
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Thereby the formation of their political identity can be examined in logic from the point of three 
alternatives. The first alternative – the loyal all-Russian civil identity that in case of crisis becomes a 
starting point of frustration processes in the minds of inhabitants of the North Caucasus in the modern 
period. The second alternative – the negative civil identity replaced by regional identity. The second 
oneconsists of a set of ideas of the Russian state created in twothousandyears within denial of the Rus-
sian identity based onactualizing of some symbolical components of local and ethnic identityagainst  
the background of  feeling of "offensiveness" and "forlornness" of the small people. The third alterna-
tive – synthesis of ideas of the Russian state, the country, patriotism and citizenshipand  the realization 
of being united with a number of the traditional representations, popular local and ethnic identity. 

Key words: political psychology, civic identity, political consciousness, political representation. 
 

P. 87. Zverev A.L., Bashkov A.V. THE ROLE OF INTERNET COMMUNICATIONS IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL VIEWS OF RUSSIAN CITIZENS. The problem of studying the 
Internet as a new form of modern political communication is relevant to contemporary political 
science. Currently, the influence of the Internet on the mass consciousness of the people is carried out 
by forming a new political reality in which induces the production of a type of political views, rather 
than those which are available for people who do not have access to modern internet communications. 

In the course of the study the author possible to draw some conclusions: 
First, the emergence of the Internet as a means of mass communication has changed the nature of 

perception and processing of incoming information to a citizen of the world; 
Second, the process of transformation occurring features of mass communication with the advent 

of the Internet have greatly expanded resources group bringing people together in various community 
and contributed to the creation of such a thing as social media – media that combines specific groups 
that are most subject to the concept of specialized audience. within these core audience, creating their 
own virtual reality; 

Third, we can say that it is not the reality shows in our minds and creates various forms of social 
and political activity of citizens, as prevailing in the social network is largely simulyakraticheskie 
political views dictate the ability of the political behavior of the citizens, putting them at the mercy of 
the virtual reality prevailing in today's Internet communication; 

Fourthly, it is possible to state that the political views generated by modern technologies of 
Internet communications, radically different from the political views of citizens who are not involved 
in political communication through new forms. Create an online communication reality is beginning to 
dominate the minds of Internet users and can even determine the coordinates, which are formed in the 
virtual reality, are an important catalytic force for them; 

Fifth, online communication helps build community. Of the community updated certain national 
sentiments are aired by the Network. The result is the exit to the street people and their willingness to 
hold demonstrations against the government. 

Sixth, there are two main blog representing oppositional content and content that comes from the 
government. According to opposition website content is more effective. This is confirmed by the 
number of people who went to street rallies on Bolotnaya Square, Sakharov Avenue and other 
meetings. 

Key words: internet, internet-communication, political views, social networks. 
 
P. 100. Zverev A.V. TRANSFORMATION OF CONTEMPORARY MASS CONSCIOUSNESS 

OF RUSSIAN CITIZENS. Today the problem of transformation of modern mass consciousness of 
Russian citizens is actual and is discussed in scientific community. The author in article analyzes the 
processes of change occurring in public moods of citizens of contemporary Russia in last years, which 
updated the protest moods in the mass consciousness of the Russian society in 2012. 

The article dealt specific transformation of political representation of citizens which in 1990th 
were characterized by a sharp polarization in the different generational groups of estimations of activ-
ity of the Russian power, which determined the existence of "split" type of the Russian mass con-
sciousness and identify features of the dynamics of contemporary social attitudes of Russian citizens, 
contribute to the manifestation of protest forms of political activity in 2012. 

As part of the article analyzes the political and psychological portrait of the mood of protest 
groups of citizens, which motivate the participation not consent with a present political policy of the 
Russian power in a proceeding wide wave of meetings, as well as the reasons for the protest activity of 
the masses. It is noted that the specificity of the political socialization of people in contemporary Rus-
sia is characterized by that there is a stratification of three opposition is socializing waves connected 
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with the events of a present protest wave, protest Perestroika and protest "Children of the Arbat" and if 
the average nurtures parents generation has 20 years, it is not accidental it turns out that the peaks of 
the protest rallies activity in our country are repeated at intervals of about 20 years: 1960th – years of 
"thaw",  perestroika 1980th – early 1990th and present has begun 10th of XXI century. Based on this 
premise, the conclusion about not casual character of present protest activity of the masses and that the 
protest will be a significant trend in the mass consciousness of citizens of Russia for some time. 

Conducted as part of this article, the analysis showed that for the initial post-Soviet mass con-
sciousness was characterized by a mosaic type of consciousness of a mixture of communist and neo-
liberal and nationalist-patriotic views of society for the future development of the country, which is 
largely stratified by generational split, the younger generation is oriented more to the Western neo-
liberal values of personal freedom and civil rights, the older generation has seen a return to a stable 
existence in his address to the Soviet experience of the communist past, and the average generation 
forked to those who were able to adapt to the post-Soviet Russian life, sharing their most Western 
values, contribute to improving the their lives and those who adapt, could not, and increasingly turned 
to the national-patriotic views, now segmentation of the mass consciousness of Russians is not by 
generation, but because "for" or "against" you're an existing political power, no matter to what social 
group they belong to. 

Key words: political psychology, mass consciousness, protest public mood. 
 
P. 109. Nikiforov A.R. POLITICAL VALUES IN PARTY PROGRAMS AND THEIR PUBLIC 

PERCEPTION: A VIEW OF POLITICAL PSYCHOLOGY. Programs of contemporary Russian 
political parties offer a variety of ideological structures that claim their universality in  Russian politi-
cal space. 

Modern political parties refused from the produce  real values. The content of the party's ideology 
is built in accordance with the need to solve the immediate problem of obtaining and retaining power. 
Analyzing the current state of the party's ideology in Russia, researchers use the term "manipulative 
ideologies", focusing on their technological functions. 

In the minds of the most Russians the image of the party forms in general, rather than its political 
program. Political psychologists’ study show that the images of Russian political parties are vague and 
uncertain. 

For the study of political values in the structure of the party's ideology is necessary to distinguish 
them from such cognitive constructs as political views and ideas. 

Key words: political psychology, political values, political parties, ideology. 
 
P. 113. Ramaldanov G.I. FORMATION OF POLITICAL MENTALITY OF THE PEOPLES OF 

THE NORTH CAUCASUS. At the present time The North Caucasus is concentrated by the attention 
of Russia and the whole world. This region is a unique phenomenon where more than a hundred in-
digenous ethnic groups are located. This region is characterized by the intertwining of national and 
global trends with regional specifics. To understand this region is through the study of the political 
mentality of the peoples living here.  Because politics and the institute of power are the objects on 
which directed the attention of the people. 

As we concerned It should be make a definition of the political mentality, as in the Humanities 
there are many approaches to understanding of the essence of political mentality. Each of the ap-
proaches interprets a certain aspect of the mentality of the peoples. 

Taking into account that the political mentality is part of the mentality as a whole, but pertaining 
to the political sphere, we offer to make the following definition: the political mentality – it is part of 
the General mentality of the individual, the team, the company, which is a system-forming basis, the 
determinant of the political culture; it is part of the General mentality, which contains the common 
views, attitudes, and values in the political sphere; it is a value the picture of the world, perceived 
through the prism of the policy; this is a subjective image of the political reality and peculiar form of 
his awareness. 

Contrasting to the political culture, political mentality is the internal political world of the people, 
due to its geographical location, customs, traditions, religion, in a while political culture is the external 
manifestation of the internal feelings of a particular social group about the political reality. 

To understand the mentality of one or another social group we should consider what factors influ-
ence its formation. In the case of the North Caucasus we look at a few basic factors:  

– socio-economic factors; 
– demographic factor- the religious factor; 
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– traditions and customs; 
– the territorial-geographical (relief). 
Under the influence of such factors in Caucasians formed a special mentality with peculiar socio-

cultural, moral and political components. Its main features are in the clan system, isolation, mutual 
agreement, the power of traditional authorities, the priority of national, religious customs before the 
laws of the state. 

Key words: political mentality, the peoples of the North Caucasus, factors forming the mentality. 
 

P. 117. Samarkina I.V. POLITICAL WORLD VIEW: EXPERIENCE OF CONCEPTUALIZA-
TION AND INTERPRETATION. Development of modern political science demands the appeal to the 
analysis of microlevel of policy. For development of this direction there were the philosophical and 
gnoseological preconditions, allowing to describe a concept of a political world view.  

The author allocated some directions of conceptualization of a political world view. The first di-
rection is connected with the analysis of the vital world and the philosophical bases of essence of the 
political. The author refers philosophical and gnoseological interpretations of a world view to the sec-
ond direction. The third direction – judgment of a world view in separate social and the humanities. 

Basic for creation of a theoretical concept of a political world view of steel political H.Arendt's 
communicative and activity treatment, phenomenology A. Schutz and E. Husserl, theories of "a sen-
sual and semantic kernel" M.Merlo-Ponti. 

The political world view is defined as mobile system of images and ideas of the power and policy, its 
structure, mechanisms and a configuration in the surrounding reality, reflecting the political world.  The 
political world view grows out of an interiorization of the political world as parts of the vital world in indi-
vidual and collective consciousness.  The structure of a political world view is made by the visual and cogni-
tive images organized in multilevel system in system of coordinates of space and time: ontologic level (ker-
nel of a political world view) contains symbolical images of the power and the state (Homeland); basic 
level – images of elements of the political world and idea of ways of communication between them;  the tool 
includes ideas of possible models for the subject of political behavior.  

Problems of conceptualization of a political world view are allocated. 
Key words: political world view, world view. 
 
P. 128. Selezneva A.V. PSYCHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF POLITICAL VALUES IN CON-

TEMPORARY RUSSIAN PUBLIC: GENERATIONAL ASPECT. Today the problem of the aspects 
of the political consciousness of the Russian youth is relevant and discussed in the scientific commu-
nity. The study of political ideas and values of young Russians as the basic components of the political 
consciousness is a part of the political-psychological approach. 

In different historical periods the youth appears to be the most politically committed part of the 
country population. The results of the survey show that nearly three quarters of respondents are inter-
ested in politics, although the interest is mainly generalized.  

Most young people define their political preferences within liberal-democratic spectrum. 
Young people’s representations of power are characterized by clarity, cognitive simplicity of 

statements with predominantly neutral emotions. 
Russian young people have consistently shown a willingness to participate in the elections for the 

last seven years. It appears that for young people elections namely represent democratic development 
and the ability to influence key decisions. 

The analysis of the values of democracy in the dynamics has shown that for the last seven years 
current values in the political consciousness of young people are "freedom", "human rights" and "re-
spect for the law." 

The data, obtained with the help of  R. Inglehart’s technique, show that the most actual political 
values in the minds of youth are materialistic values. 

In general, it is necessary to conclude that, compared to older generations of Russian citizens, 
modern young people seem to be more politically committed, show more interest to politics and their 
own citizenship, which in return can serve as a basis for optimism towards the political future of our 
country. Features of the political consciousness of modern Russian youth are largely determined by the 
age specifics and the position that this generation has in the structure of Russian society. 

Key words: political psychology, political values, political generations. 
 
P. 137. Strelets I.E. V. PUTIN AND D. MEDVEDEV: POLITICAL-PSYCHOLOGICAL IN-

SIGHTS INTO PRE-ELECTION CASTLING AND PROSPECTS OF THE POWER-HOLDING 
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TANDEM. Before and after the 2012 presidential election, journalists and experts continue active 
discussions about longevity of the Putin-Medvedev tandem, pre-election change of the highest posts in 
the country, and contradictory forecasts as to how close their cooperation is going to be within the 
framework of the current configuration of power. The unwavering focus on the relations between Putin 
and Medvedev is quite clear as the effectiveness of the nation’s governance depends on who is in the 
tandem – partners or rivals. Although the leaders are not always unanimous in their views on domestic 
and international politics, which is quite natural, they, however, tend to shun confrontation.  

In my research I employ the methods of psychobiography, case studies, and content analysis of 
spontaneous speeches and abstract from mass media materials and forecasts of political analysts, 
which allows me to make impartial judgements about leadership features of Putin and Medvedev and 
consider the impact of their personalities on the political activity within the tandem. 

The research has shown that each of the politicians has a complex I-concept that lets him respond 
to challenging and intricate situations with discretion, for the common good, for the national interest. 
Although Putin and Medvedev belong to two consecutive generations, their personal and political 
socialization ran in different situations. They were affected by similar agents and institutions of so-
cialization but in different combinations and to different degrees. With strategically similar goals cer-
tain differences in their operational code reveal differences in their tactics. Medvedev sides with inter-
national economic integration and diplomatic manoeuvres, while Putin strives to step up the might of 
the Russian defence and political-military consolidation with allies. Differences in their motivation 
profiles and the absence of power dominant let them view the effectiveness of their activity in their 
own way and build up their teams to their own liking, – governmental and presidential, respectively. 
However, neither of them would fight for supremacy, believing that his status in the public mind is the 
result of his hard work. 

The research thus shows that the alliance of Putin and Medvedev is based on their personal com-
patibility, closeness of values, and readiness to share political responsibility. This is why their tandem-
bound cooperation may well be viable and promising. 

Key words: presidency, leadership, I-concept, operational code, motivation profile. 
 
P. 143. Rakityansky N.M. PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF POLICY-MAKING IN THE 

CONTEXT OF THE CRITERIA OF REALISM. In this article there is analyzed the problem of mak-
ing political decisions in the context of psychological realistic criteria, that are of instrumental charac-
ter and are being an open system of binary oppositions. When  a politician acquires such psycological 
tools, he  also gets reflexive forms of training and an ability of making different political decisions, 
Realistic criteria serve as subjective standard by which a politician judges to what extent he is willing 
to make sensible decisions. Criteria proposed by the author give us a reflective exampleof the process 
of psychological regulation. Sustainable learning and efficient use of the assimilation system of binary 
oppositions contribute to the increasing of the reflexive capacity and the level of politician's subjectiv-
ity. Purposeful formation of all mentioned characteristics through the described concept is possible to 
be considered as an important task of proper psychological training for decision-makers. 

Key words: political decisions, the criteria of realism, binary factors. 
 

TATIYANA’S DAY 
 

P. 149. Danilova E.A. INNOVATION POLICY OF RUSSIAN FEDERATION: ASPECTS OF 
HOME AND FOREIGN POLICIES. Necessity of transfer to innovation model of development deter-
mines accentuation of the governance of the country’s attention on the theme of innovations and in-
struments of their introduction. Furthermore, the theme of innovation development is one of the of 
methods of state positioning inside and outside of the country. 

In the article is presented an analytical review of the state campaign’s instruments of promotion of 
the innovation development script. There are strategic fundamental documents (including the Strategy 
if innovation development up to 2020), and initiation of new authorities, accountable for innovation 
policy (The President Council for the economy modernization and innovation development of Russia), 
and significant government regulations for the support of innovations (№218, 219, 220, April 9, 2010), 
and decisions for forming of innovation environment (technological platforms, innovation territorial 
clusters, science cities, tech parks,  technology transfer centers etc.). 

However there is a conflict between inside and outside positioning of innovation policy. While 
Russian leaders declare new instruments of innovation development, for leading world powers Russian 
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innovation police is practically imperceptible and unconvincing. Besides, key problem is low demand 
for innovations and absence of entrepreneurial spirit in Russian economy.  

Key words: policy of innovations, positioning of innovations, innovation development.  
 
P. 154. Golovinov A.V. ABOUT THE IDEOLOGICAL NATURE OF REGIONALISM: THE 

EXPERIENCE OF POLITICAL SCIENCE UNDERSTANDING. This publication is set affiliation 
regionalism in political ideologies. It is known that ideology serves complex social-political 
phenomenon that connects the spiritual and practical production. In essence, ideology always focused 
on the bottom line. It should be noted that even the leaders of the movement have repeatedly noted 
oblastnicheskogo practical orientation of their ideologi calviews. 

Drawing attention to the pressing problems of the Siberian region (abolition of political exile, the 
construction of roads, development of education, the extermination of the indigenous population of the 
region, and many others), GN Potanin, NM Yadrintsev determined that the essence of all problems lies 
in establishing a "proper" relationship between the center and the periphery. This cements the idea of 
playing a certain ideological core of regionalism. Moreover, this central tenet of ideology Siberian 
patriots lined up in a theoretical construct only of the practical and the observed needs of the region. In 
a meaningful context oblastnicheskaya ideology was precisely designed to develop local self-
consciousness, without which national and regional identity. Another inherent characteristic in 
determining regionalism as an ideology is to develop some understanding of the social and political 
reality, inherent in all belief systems, qualifying as an ideology. Looks more convincing than the ideal 
image (understanding) of reality, the ideology is recognized more slender. In regionalism, by the way, 
in this respect, it was a "local issue" and local patriotism. Common understanding of reality possible 
only through the prism of known principles "to the center of the province," "from the particular to the 
whole," "from the concrete to the abstract." In general, the paper shows that the nature of the teaching 
of the classics deologicheskaya democratic regionalism expressed in the practical orientation of this 
conceptual scheme. This ideology is aimed at introducing into the mass consciousness of certain 
evaluation criteria of the past, present and future, as a solid basis of group identity. Implication of 
regionalism to ideologies illustrates the style of thinking promoted by the ideology of regionalism, 
which excludes any manifestations of nationalism and cosmopolitanism. Symbolic aspect, expressed in 
the concept of Free Siberia gives regionalism as an ideology and the continued relevance of the 
demand these days. 

Key words: Siberian regionalism, ideology, identity, traditionalism. 
 
P. 162. Sadykov R.A. STUDY OF THE SOCIO-PROFESSIONAL STATUS OF RUSSIAN HO-

MEOPATHS. The paper presents the findings of a study of socio-professional status and profession-
alization of Russian homeopaths. Homeopaths are considered as a professional group, which since the 
late 1980s follows the path of the institutionalization within Russian healthcare system, alongside with 
other methods of alternative medicine. Despite the official recognition of the homeopathic method and 
the development of the homeopathic market, homeopaths position in medical community remains 
ambiguous. As a methodological framework for the study of social and professional status of homoeo-
paths were used resource approach and the concepts developed in studies of occupational groups. We 
analyzed four types of resources - economic, powerful, cultural and social. In so doing, special atten-
tion was paid to the professional autonomy as an indicator of power resource group. 

 
 


