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My Hero – Walt Disney
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Walter Elias Disney. We all know him as a great cartoonist, screenwriter and director. I wouldn’t name you even one single person who doesn’t know anything about him and his characters. It’s been 45 years since he passed away, but everyday there’s more and more children who get to know Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, Goofy, Pluto and a lot more friends of ours. Walt Disney created the whole world of animation; he dedicated his life to fun and entertainment. That’s why he’ll never be forgotten and fallen into history.

Do you remember the first time you saw Mickey Mouse on the TV? Well, I do. I was four. I was sitting in the living room and I asked my mom to put on some cartoons.  She turned on the TV and I saw him- a little mouse who made me laugh out loud. So I asked her: “Mommy, who is this?” And she said:”It’s Mickey Mouse”.

I’ve fallen in love that day. I started watching these cartoons as often as I only could. And every time it started with the same phrase: “Walt Disney Pictures presents”. Of course I was too young to understand what that means back then. But I was growing older and my curiosity was getting bigger until one day I found out that all my favorite characters were created by this certain Mr. Walt Disney. I couldn’t even imagine, that one person’s mind can make it all up (of course I know, that he was not the only one who started the company and who was drawing the cartoons, but it all started with the idea, which obviously belonged to Walt Disney) . I was amazed by his talent and I still am. 

Doesn’t this story sound familiar? I guess most people explored the world that Disney created pretty much the same way. “It was all started by a mouse”-he said once. And now it’s hard for us to imagine what this world would have been like without him and his legacy. 

If somebody doesn’t know a lot about Walt Disney his story can sound a little like an American dream, where as we all know “nobody” becomes very rich, very successful or famous. And if you skip the details you can probably call it so. But what if these details we’re skipping are the most important part of his story? Because after all his success wasn’t unexpected. It didn’t happen to him in one night. It came through some hard work and sometimes even failure. This amazing, talented person has come a very long way before everything worked out. 

At the beginning of his career he started his own animation studio called Laugh-O-Gram.  Nowadays it can be really hard for us to imagine, but this company wasn't successful. For a couple of years Disney and his team could barely keep their heads above the water and in the end the studio has bankrupted. As far as I can judge, he had two choices: he could stand up and try again or he could just give up and his talent would have been left unexplored. The second option is always easier, nevertheless he decided that one failure is not a big deal and it's never too late to try again. So he did it. He moved to Los Angeles and started The Walt Disney Company. It also didn't happen instantly and I believe that it  was a result of persistence and faith, that the success is right around the corner and all he had to do was keep pushing on, keep pursuing his dream and sooner or later it will come true. 

That's exactly what happened. His hard work finally started to pay off. People started watching his cartoons and, of course, they started to love them. They were interesting not only for children, but for the adults either. And to me it's one of greatest things that he accomplished. Because I think, it's important to remind the adults that they are only children, who grew up and sometimes it's OK not to take things too seriously. And I believe it's the main reason why he was so successful. He knew his audience, he knew exactly how to make people understand what he's trying to say and how to make life seem easier and more funny at least for a little while. That's what people love the most about his cartoons. That's what I love the most about them.

Walt Disney was a dreamer. To some people it may sound like something negative. They think that dreaming is a huge waste of time. But he never believed it. He used to say: “If you can dream it, you can do it”. And to me it sounds like a motto. I think that people should find courage to believe in their dreams. He made us see that they DO come true. Obviously it’s not always easy and sometimes we fail, we fall apart, life brings us to our knees, but the most important thing that Mr. Disney’s life story teach us is that when you have a dream, when there’s a thing you love doing more than anything in the whole world you must stand up and fight for it. You should never give up and eventually everything you’ve come through will be worth it. 

His dream was to bring joy in our lives. He made a whole world a little bit happier. He made it a better place, and that to me is what the heroes do after all.
